
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

3 November, 2010 – 3 December, 2010

Item 3a: Children’s Play Area in Brierley Gardens: A new ‘No Dogs’ sign has been purchased and when the 
weather has improved this will be fixed to the fence at the Play Area. 

I am still attempting to determine the number of new properties built since 2006 and subsequently the number of 
bedrooms so Northumberland County Council can calculate the correct amount that should be in the funding ‘pot’ 
for the sports and play area development.   

Item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: Due to the adverse weather Mr 
Carroll of Cuthbertsons Solicitors has not been in the office this week. Hence I have been unable to receive a recent 
up-to-date position regarding the two conveyances. As at three weeks ago I was advised that the conveyance for 
‘The Green’, Willow Green should be completed very soon.  

Cuthbertsons have confirmed safe receipt of the cheque for £587.50 as pre-payment of the Mr Corbett’s solicitors 
in relation to the conveyance of Mill Lane footpath.

Item 3c: Mouldshaugh Developments: A meeting had been arranged between NCC, Parish Council and 
Mouldshaugh Development for 2 December to discuss the position and way forward in relation to the footpath 
connecting Willow Green and Brierley Gardens. This was postponed to 9 December due to the weather.

However Mr Hellmann of Mouldshaugh Developments had already advised he would not be attending as his ‘hands 
were still tied’ and was unable to do any further work on the site until the company’s bankers made a decision 
whether to ‘land bank’ the development.

Mr Hellmann advises that the only plot that has seen any activity relates to the plot that has been sold to a ‘self-
build’. This development accesses the main road of the site.  He does acknowledge the company’s responsibility to 
the footpath including around the play area however he believed this should be done at the same time as the 
construction of the road accessing plots 88 – 90. This however contradicts the original agreement of the timing of 
the construction of the footpath.  However I am advised due to the position between the company and its bankers 
nothing can be progressed including even the construction of an interim fence replacing the existing broken one.

Item 3d: Otterburn Hall – Footpaths update: I have been unable to speak to John McErlane (Definitive Map 
Officer for NCC) this week for an update on progress of this matter. I will attempt to speak with him prior to the 
meeting and provide an update.

Item 3e: Traffic safety through Otterburn: I have received an email this week from Michael Connelly (Local 
Multi Agency Problem Solving Officer) – LMAPS stating that he has requested from the Police Inspector an update 
on both the latest regarding the road traffic accident outside the Percy Arms Hotel on 28 September 2010 as well as 
what action will be taken to improve road safety through the village.  I will update the Parish Council when I have 
received this information.

Item 3f: Signage on the footpath along Mill Lane towards Otterburn Mill: I am pleased to report that 
Northumberland National Park Authority have agreed to provide a signpost either end of the footpath in a 
consistent format to the other signs they provided along the Otterburn Trail. These have been ordered and will be 
fitted in due course.

Item 4b: Parish Precept 2011-12: I have a received request to submit the Parish Council precept requirement for 
the financial year 2011-12 by 24 January 2011.  You will be asked to consider the amount this should be.

Item 4c: Payment of invoice to Robson & Cowan for lawn mower service: The lawn mower has been serviced 
and to ensure we pay the reduced amount of £96.35, payment was made prior to 30 November.

Item 4d: Payment for the wreath for Remembrance Day: You be asked to approve the payment of £18.00 for 
the Remembrance Wreath.

Item 4e: Payment of invoice for ‘No Dogs’ sign for Children’s play area: You will asked to approve the 
payment of the invoice for £13.64

Item 4f: Payment of invoice for annual subscription to Clerks & Councils Direct: You will be asked to 
approve the payment of the invoice for £11.00

Item 4g: Payment of invoice for annual fee for Spanglefish: You will be asked to approve the payment of 
£24.95 for the annual fee of the Parish Council website.

Item 4h: Opening an account with Jackson’s of Hexham: You will be asked to approve the opening of an 
account with Jackson’s of Hexham in the name of Otterburn Parish Council.
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Item 4i: Opening an account with Robson & Cowan: An account has been opened with Robson & Cowan.

Item 5a: NCC20100910: Construction of new agricultural access. Land adjacent to Rede Tyne and 
Coquet Sports Centre, Otterburn, Northumberland, NE19 1HE: The decision to object to this 
application due to the number of inconsistencies within it is recorded in the minutes from the meeting on 2 
November.  Since then additional, more detailed, maps have been provided to the Council. I have sent these on to 
Northumberland County Council with explanation of the decision made by the Parish Council.

Item 5b: NCC20100918: Construction of a water sample point kiosk. Land in the highway verge of 
the A696 east of Otterburn: This application was received and required a response prior to the next Parish 
Council meeting. I therefore circulated the details among the Councillors. There was no objection to the application 
and Northumberland County Council have been advised.

Item 5c: NCC20100966: Construction of cattle shed. Land adjacent to Rede Tyne and Coquet 
Sports Centre, Otterburn, Ponteland, Northumberland, NE19 1HE: A response to this application was 
required by 2 December and so I shared the details with Councillors. There were a number of inconsistencies and 
apparent errors within the application particularly around the size of the shed, the number of cattle it could 
potential hold in comparison to the size of the field it would be located and drainage from the building. 
Northumberland County Council have been notified of the decision by the Parish Council to object the application.

Item 6a: Elderberry Cottages road signage: I am pleased to report that Northumberland County Council have 
confirmed two new signs have been ordered and when received will be fitted in an appropriate position at the 
entrance to Elderberry Cottages.

Item 6b: Cats eyes through main street, Otterburn: I am pleased to advise that Northumberland County 
Council have replaced the missing cat eyes along the main street.

Item 6c: Request for footpath official recognition alongside Otter Burn in field adjacent to Rede Tyne and 
Coquet Sports Centre: I have received a request from a number of residents for official recognition to be given to 
the stretch of land alongside the Otter Burn in the field adjacent to the Rede Tyne & Coquet Sports Centre. I have 
approached John McErlane at NCC for advice and assistance how to progress this matter and will update the Parish 
Council when I receive a response.

Item 6d: Recycling literature from Northumberland County Council: I have received various leaflets and 
information from the NCC on what and how to recycle waste. I will look to make this available to residents via the 
Notice Boards and if agreeable at the Border Reiver and Village Shop.

Item 6e: Northumberland Getabout car scheme: I have received from NCC details about the recently 
expanded Getabout car scheme within Northumberland.  At this stage the scheme are just advertising for 
volunteers.  An extract of the text reads:-

“Voluntary car schemes are an organised form of lift giving whereby volunteer drivers use their own cars to provide door-to-door journeys  
for people who are unable to use their own private transport or conventional public transport.  The scheme is designed to help tackle social  
exclusion for residents who have no other means of travel and many people using the Getabout service are from vulnerable groups who  
would otherwise be seriously isolated. Journeys may be for any purpose provided that there is no alternative public transport available at  
the time the journey is required. 

All volunteers will receive full training, support and expenses which are paid at the rate of 40p per mile. All volunteering is flexible and  
can be fitted around the volunteer’s availability. Opportunities are available for weekend and evening volunteering to fit around your  
work commitments.”

There are four stages for any person interested in volunteering. 1) Informal chat with Getabout Coordinator and 
assurances that they meet the criteria. 2) Document check including driving licence and MOT certificate where 
applicable. 3) Completion of application forms (registration and CRB forms 4) Induction and training. 

You will be asked to consider how to best communicate this scheme within the Parish.

Item 6f: Correspondence – Community Action Northumberland News: The latest news letter is available to 
anyone wishing for a copy.

Martin Chilvers 3 December, 2010
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